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JANUARY
27	 Sportmans	Dinner

FEBRUARY
8-10		Teen	Winter	

Retreat
25	 Law	Enforcement	 

Appreciation	Day

MARCH
3	 Men’s	Prayer	

Breakfast

A Point to Ponder ...A Point to Ponder ...

By Pastor  
Paul Binkley

The stoning of Stephen 
in Acts 7:54-60 gives us an 
opportunity to examine who or 
what controls us. The Sanhedrin 

show us what it looks like to be controlled by 
anger. Anger keeps us from thinking clearly. 
In Acts 6:10, the Sanhedrin were not able to 
resist Stephen’s wisdom. In Acts 6:13 they 
set up false witnesses. In other words, they 
knew Stephen was right about who Jesus 
was but their anger kept them from thinking 
clearly. Anger keeps us from repenting. 
Verse 54 says that they were cut to the heart 
... literally sawn in half! Stephen’s message 
was no fairy tale ... it ripped them up but 
they did not repent. Anger will cause us to 
do childlike things. Here we have dignified 
religious leaders in a courtroom setting that 
start biting and gnawing on Stephen with 
their teeth! This is not normal, at any age! 
Anger keeps us from the truth. In verse 57 
they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears. Anger makes us yell and plug our 

ears and hope that the truth does not matter. 
What will anger keep you from this new 
year?

Stephen was displaying the miraculous 
power and control of the Holy Spirit. It 
means a lifestyle of surrender. Verse 57 
describes Stephen as “being full.” It’s who he 
was. It means not shying away from difficult 
situations. It means stepping way out of your 
comfort zone at times. It means forgiving 
others. Stephen was holding no anger or 
bitterness towards those crushing his head 
with rocks! Ponder that miracle and the 
application to your own life. It means living 
out God’s purpose for you at any cost. It 
means impacting others. A man named Saul 
and many others were watching.

The ugly and the beautiful are on display 
in this text. Ponder what the miraculous 
power of the Holy Spirit will look like in 
your life this new year!

Six people take the plunge on Christmas Eve

Calendar

Six people followed the Lord in believer’s baptism on Christmas 
Eve. What a way to celebrate the Christmas story! Caleb Fritsch 
was first. He is enjoying being part of the Bakerburg Youth Group 
this year. He was led to the Lord by his mother a few years ago and 
gave a clear testimony of salvation. Verne Doud prayed for Caleb’s 
new life in Christ. Zadie and Izzy Culkin then both bravely gave 
their testimonies to a packed auditorium. It was extra special to have 

their father, Tad Culkin, baptize them. 
Larry Geisler stood and thanked 
God for the Culkin girls and asked 
God’s blessing on their life as well. 
Kevin and Miranda Abma had both 
accepted Christ as their Saviour as 
young people, but recently saw the 
significance of being baptized by 
immersion. Hank Sherman and Mike 
Gross prayed for the Abmas as they 
seek to live for the Lord and raise 
Godly children that will do the same. 

Scott Brown accepted Christ as his Saviour 
just a few months ago. What a joy it was to 
see him declare his faith publicly and take this 
first step of obedience as a new believer! Pastor 
Paul prayed for Scott’s new life in Christ as he 
desires to be a Godly husband and father to 3 

small children. The Bakerburg family applauded as these 6 were baptized and will continue to cheer them 
on in their walk with the Lord.

Facing the giants

The past few years, we have started a movie night tradition at Bakerburg on New Year's 
Eve. This year we showed Facing the Giants. It was a 2006 American Christian drama 
sports film directed by and starring Alex Kendrick. The supporting cast was composed of 
volunteers from Sherwood Baptist Church. Shot in Albany, Georgia, the film relates an 

underdog story about American football from a Christian worldview. A losing coach with an 
underdog football team faces their giants of fear and failure on and off the field to surprising results. It 
was very inspirational and gave us motivation to point people to Jesus this new year!



Friend Day Evangelism

DID YOU KNOW By Don York

One of our favorite 

things to do is visit 

Presidential homes. Berkeley Plantation is in Charles City, Va. The 

home was owned by Benjamin Harrison IV. He was a signer of the 

Declaration of Independence and three times governor of Virginia. 

His third son born at Berkeley was William Henry Harrison, who 

became the 9th President of the United States. The home was built 

under the direction of Thomas Jefferson.

On Dec. 4, 1619, early settlers from England came ashore at 

Berkeley and observed the first official Thanksgiving in America. In 

July of 1862, Civil War Union forces were camped at this plantation 

under the command of General Daniel Butterfield. He called his 

bugler to his tent and asked the bugler to play some notes that he had 

penciled on the back of an envelope. That tune became known as 

 “Taps.” It would be used to denote end of day in military camps and 

also be played at military funerals.

Bugles, trumpets, and horns played major rolls in the Bible. In 

Joshua 6:20, at the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted and 

the walls of Jericho fell down. In Judges 7:22, at the sound of 300 

trumpets, God gave Gideon a great victory over the Midianites. In 

Numbers 10, God tells Moses to make two silver trumpets to call the 

congregation or to have the camp move. There are 64 references to 

trumpets in the Bible.

The greatest call will be in 1st Thessalonians 4:16-17, “For the 

Lord himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall 

rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 

be with the Lord.” This is known as the Rapture. Only Born Again 

believers will participate in the “Trumpet Call.”

I Peter 2:9 tells us to celebrate the 
praises of him who called us out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. We 
don't celebrate darkness in the end of 
October with the world, we celebrate the light of Jesus 
Christ. We always try to introduce new things each year at 
the Fall Festival. This time we had Pastor Earl Binkley, Floyd 
McCaslin, and Marvin Nace playing guitars and providing 
festive background music in Pepper Hall. "I Saw the Light" and 
"This Little Light of Mine" were our theme songs. The Sherman 
and Kshir families built a huge hay maze tunnel that was the 
main attraction for the kids and many adults. As always, the 
food and fellowship made for a fun evening.

Despite the cold weather, 
about 140 people showed up to 
have breakfast with their church 
family at the Christmas Eve 
Pancake Breakfast. There were 
over 280 pancakes eaten, along 
with 180 sausage patties, fresh 
fruit, coffee cake, oatmeal, and 
more. The scent of maple syrup 
and sausage will linger in Pepper 
Hall for weeks! Pastor Paul and 
Karen were thankful to have their 
entire immediate family and some 
college friends at the breakfast 
to help flip the pancakes. We all 
enjoyed meeting their 12 week old 
grandson, David, as well.

Friend Day Evangelism
The folks at Bakerburg always take Friend Day in October 

very seriously. We all love the fellowship meal following the 
service, but we know it is a great opportunity for people to 
hear the gospel. Pastor Paul preached “The Story of Zach” 
from Luke 19:1-10 and explained that Jesus wanted to be a 
friend to Zacchaeus. This rich and powerful tax collector was 
empty inside and needed a Saviour. Jesus came to his house 
and his life was never the same. The invitation that Sunday 
morning was to get down out of your tree and come to Jesus! 
Everyone received a beautiful coffee mug as a souvenir of the 
special day.

The busy month of December started 
on the very first Sunday. The adult choir 
practiced for 3 months for this special 
evening. They presented, in song and 
drama, the powerful message of Ron and 
Shelly Hamilton’s Christmas Cantata 
“Christmas at Home.” Elwin and Michele 
Kriner, Scott Sherman, and Don York 
made the story come alive for everyone 
that evening. A special thanks to our 
director, Jack Turner and piano player, 
Sheran Lawton for their hard work as well.

On Sunday, December 10th, 18 children, under the 
direction of Mary Lou Boyer, presented their Christmas 
musical, “A Tree Lot Christmas.”  The children did a wonderful 
job portraying a group of fun-loving kids demonstrating 

the powerful love of Christ to a greedy Mr. Carmichael, and 
inviting him into the family of God. There were many parents 
and friends in attendance and a time of fellowship was enjoyed 
by all after the service.

cAROlING IN ThE cOlD
On Wednesday night, Dec. 13 we cancelled 

the evening service and planned to go Christmas 
caroling. It was a bitter cold night with the 
mercury dropping into the single digits, but 
50 people of all ages wanted in on it! We ate 
dinner together and then assembled 20 fruit 

baskets. The Kriners took the teens in the church van. Three 
other groups drove all around town singing and delivering the 
fruit baskets till about 8 p.m. The testimonies and stories of 
the impact it had on people were precious. People love to see 
children ministering and the cold didn’t stop us that night!

Christmas at Home

Celebrating Light at the Fall Festival

Children’s Christmas 
Program
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